Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

The voice of our community since 1889

LETHBRIDGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MEMBER TO MEMBER M2M BENEFIT PROGRAM

Airtech Heating & A/C
Additional 5 year extended warranty on any
Airtech supplied & installed residential furnaces &
A/C (est. value $185)
#6, 525 - 39 St. North

ANCO Business Solutions

25% off "Zero to 60 Real_World Marketing Map"

(regular $499.00).

e A written summary outlining options & action
plans
Templates for your marketing tools: business
cards, letterhead, fax cover, posters,
bookmarks, fliers, brochures, postcards,
Powerpoint or other

e Follow-up

Phone: 327-3750

Aqua-Flow Pressure Washers Systems
10% discount off all Pressure Washers &
Accessories
4013 Mayor Magrath Drive South

Atmospheric Computing
All Chamber Members will be entitled to a 10%
discount off of the currently published price of any
hosting package - except for the "Domain Only"
package.
Phone: 331-0288

Beds & More Ltd.
Your choice of a free mattress pad or set of 2
pillows with the purchase of any bed set.
1609 - 3 Ave. South

Bell Mobility
For just $ 30.00 a month, receive 250 anytime
minutes, per second billing & low long distance
rates. That’s a savings of over 20% a month
Unit A18, 501 - 1 Ave. South

BetterBook - Kookanusa Publishing

Save 45% or more on your business listing in the

white pages!

e White pages feature listing - Regular price
$179.00 - Chamber Members only price
$99.00 (Annual Rate)

White Pages Trademark/Logo listing -
Regular price $225.00 - Chamber Members
only price $129.00 (Annual Rate)

Phone: 380-4636

Brick, The
Discount offer of: Double the GST (12%) on all
furniture & mattresses. 10% off all appliances &
electronics. Can not be combined with any other
discount offer.
920 - 2 Ave. North

Cummins Western Canada
10% discount on - Yamaha Products, Robin /
Subaru Products & Fushida Electric Bikes
4005 - 14 Ave. North

Participating members as of January 23, 2007

East Side Mario’s
10% off the purchase of any meal (does not
include Alcoholic beverages) and cannot be
combined with any other offer or promotion. The
BUSINESS LUNCH - Order our new $ 5.99
Business Lunch for Pick-up or Delivery and pay
just $ 5.00 (including GST) per person - call for
details.
3720 Mayor Magrath Drive South

File Solutions Ltd.
All Chamber Members will be entitled to a 35%
discount off our regular retail price of our high
quality double-sided File Boxes - includes
delivery.
200 Stubb Ross Road South

Flowers on 9th
15% discount on all purchases, including delivery
fee (if applicable) (excludes Teleflora and FTD wire
order services and clearance items)
1508 - 9 Ave. South

Hi-Tech Athletic Bracing & Orthotic Services Ltd
10% discount on non-custom braces
1321 - 3 Ave. South

Laser Ribbon Inkjet Plus
5% off all services
314 - 13 St. North

Lethbridge Golds Gym
e 2 year membership - $0 enroliment fee and
$34/mth (reg $42/mth)
e 1 year membership - $49 enroliment fee and
$34/mth (reg $45/mth & $99 enrollment fee)
102B 2045 Mayor Magrath Drive SoutH

Lethbridge Lodge Hotel & Conference Centre
With every banquet or meeting space booked for
$500.00 or more, receive a $50 gift certificate for
any hotel service. Gift certificates are available
after the event and with a completed guest
comment card
320 Scenic Drive South

Martin Bros. Funeral Chapels
10% discount on Pre-arranged funerals & the
Prelude Programme
610 - 4 St. South

Mirage Laser Designs Ltd.
5% off any personalized etched gifts or
promotional items, including design services
415 Stafford Drive North

Optiks International
$ 50.00 off our everyday 2 for 1 Designer eyewear
offer (not valid with any other offers)
613 - 4 Ave. South

Panago Pizza
15% off all orders over $20.00
424 Mayor Magrath Drive N.
#12 — 550 University Drive W.

Persnickety
10% off all regular prices on home decor,
collectables, kitchen & giftware and free giftbags
with purchase of Christmas gifts
1240 - 29 Ave. North (Centre Village Mall)

Proforma Print Partners
10% discount on all regular priced promotional
goods, 15% discount on all regular priced pens
from BIC or Magnus Pen
Suite #3, 740 - 4 Ave. South

Pro Plant Care
Free weekly plant care of up to 2 plants, owned by
a new client with a minimum monthly invoice of
$55.00 or $6.00 off a 10" Tropical Garden Plant
Arrangement
Phone: 320-0030 (www.proplantcare.com)

PropertyGuys.com
Selling your Home or Business? Consider using
our powerful website and Lethbridge marketing
tools to do it yourself and pay no commission. We
are offering Chamber Members 25% off our
National Full Service Package. Check us out at
www.propertyguys.com
Phone: 758-3985

Ramada Hotel & Suites
Spend $ 500.00 in catering service and receive
one FREE Family Pass to Mariner’s Cove
Waterpark and Wavepool
2375 Mayor Magrath Drive South

Select Recruiting Solutions
5% off (hourly bill-rate) Temporary Clerical orders
- $200.00 off Permanent Recruitments, 20% off
Computer Courses (web-based - train from your
desk - regular price $ 125.00 each)
#236, 200 - 4 Ave. South

Service Master of Lethbridge
10% discount on all carpet cleaning bookings
over $100
240 - 10 St. North

Urban Studio Interior Design
10% off Interior Design services. We offer
Commercial & Residential Professional Interior
Design Services.
Call for appointment: 327-0126

Wall Decor & More
15% off complete custom picture framing
packages to Chamber members
309 - 10 St. South

Please contact the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce at 327-1586
or e-mail: office@lethbridgechamber.com if you require more information or wish to participate

Frene the
S GRAPEVINE

Darren & Shilpa Stocker
* Wine and Beer Making Supplies
* Mens & Ladies’ Giftware

403-329-WINE (9463)
Fax: 403-320-9423
grapevine@shaw.ca

Lethbridge, Alberta

THE STORAGE BIN

MINI STORAGE
1420-35t ST. N.

STORAGE FORALL REASONS g

o:\@

255 - 12 Street ‘C’ North

328-7000

storageb@tdusplanet.net
www.stolegebin.eb.ca

T1H 2M6

Monitored Alarms & Video Surveillance
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The Chambers of Commerce throughout Alberta
have been working hard throughout the winter
discussing and developing policies for
presentation and debate at the Alberta Chamber
of Commerce AGM in Peace River in May 2007
and at the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
AGM in Markham in September 2007. The policy
resolutions being prepared cover the areas of
agriculture, economic development and small
business, environment, fiscal responsibility,
labour, national resources and health. At least 27
policy resolutions will be debated at the Alberta
Chambers AGM.

The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce has
prepared two resolutions. They are “Water for
Life — Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability” and
“Maintaining the Alberta Advantage - by
Strengthening Industry and Labour”.

Now drafted, they are presented first to the
Alberta Chamber Policy Committee to assure
that they meet the most significant criteria of
relevance on a provincial or federal, rather than a
merely local, level. The draft resolutions are
circulated among all member chambers as well,
and any chamber may, and frequently does, offer
a constructive critique. The object of the
process is to be able to advocate the best
possible assembly of policy resolutions to our
provincial and federal government.

Our resolutions for 2007 are of the high quality
for which the Lethbridge Chamber has become
well known. Congratulations to all the participa-
ting committee members for their great work.

Bruce Milne
President, Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

Federal Minister Chuck Strahl Responds
to Chamber’s CAIS Resolution

The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce submitted
a resolution regarding needed changes to the
Canadian Agricultural Income Stabilization (CAIS)
program, to delegates attending the annual
conference of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce in the fall of 2006.

The CAIS program, which integrates stabilization
and disaster protection into a single program, is
part of the comprehensive Agricultural Policy
Framework (APF). The CAIS program protects
farm operators from large and small income
declines. The federal and provincial/territorial
governments have made a number of adjustments
to the CAIS program, with the objective of
improving its effectiveness in stabilizing the income
of all farmers across the country.

The Chamber's resolution outlined recommenda-
tions to the federal government, to further improve
the program. This resolution was approved by

Chambers across Canada and forwarded to the
federal government.

Federal Minister of Agriculture Chuck Strahl
responded to the resolution, in a letter to the
Canadian Chamber addressing the recommenda-
tions outlined in the CAIS resolution. "I am com-
mitted to replacing CAIS with programming that
separates relief from income stabilization", says
Strahl. "At our meeting in Calgary on November
14, my provincial and territorial counterparts and |
strengthened our commitment to moving forward
with a new, margin-based income stabilization
program - to be put in place in 2007 - that will
better address the needs of Canadian procedures."
"We also agreed in principle, on a disaster relief
framework that will be separate from income
stabilization programming and will allow
governments to respond more quickly to disaster
situations", adds the minister. =)
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| The Lethbridge
| Chamber of Commerce

and
The Ramada Hotel 7 Suites

present~

“Mix and Mingle” Trade Show

Tuesday, April 10", 2007
Time: 5:00 — 7:00 p.m.
Location: Ramada Hotel & Suites

Business Display Tables: 3 ft. x6 ft. draped, $35.00/Chamber Members
$45.00 Potential Members

<85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <>

*Promote your products/services
* Business Card Exchange ¢ Door Prizes
* Complimentary Snacks ¢ Refreshments

2K Entrance: $2.00/person

Tables are booked on a first-come, first-serve basis with first time displayers given precedence.

K Everyone is welcomel!!

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED FROM:

® J.R. Matthew Experience ® Coca-Cola Bottling
® Molson Breweries ® The Ramada Hotel & Suites

**% "MIX & MINGLE TRADE SHOW'" REGISTRATION ***
Tuesday, April 10,2007 Ramada Hotel & Suites
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Please attach a cheque and mail to:
Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce, 529 - 6 St. South, Lethbridge, AB. T1J 2E1
Phone: 327-1586 Fax: 327-1001 e-mail: office@lethbridgechamber.com

Payment by: Cheque

Please Invoice
_ Table @ $35.00 (members) @ $45.00 (non members) No. of Tickets @ $2.00 each

Company: Contact Person:

Address: Phone:
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WELCOME NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS

(For the months of January & February 2007)

The Chamber Welcomes These New Members and Their Participation

SURESLIM WELLNESS
1221 2nd Avenue S.
Lethbridge, AB T1J 0C9
Phone: 327-2149 (Fax:327-1840)
Representative: Ms. Theresa
Molnar/Paula Rogers
Type of Business: Health & Wellness

DUE SOUTH PROJECT
MANAGEMENT LTD.
#5, 4006 - 9 Ave. South
Lethbridge, AB T1H 6T8
Phone: 394-7474
Representative: Mr. Dale Tulloch
Type of Business: Engineering
Consultants

ABORIGINAL COUNCIL OF
LETHBRIDGE
Suite 208, 200 - 4 Ave. South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 4C9
Phone: 320-7699
Representative: Ms. Karen English
Type of Business: Non-profit
Organization

LEALTA BUILDING SUPPLIES

240 Stafford Drive North

Lethbridge, AB

T1H 6N6

Phone: 328-3031 (Fax:329-8098)
Representative: Ms. Laurie Scheurkogel
Type of Business: Retail — Building

Materials

CONTINUUM MEDIA
P.O. Box 26010
Lethbridge, AB T1H 6H4
Phone: 388-4166
Representative: Mr. Alan Purvis
Type of Business: Publishing
Media/Books

JOHNSON KIA

2001 -3 Ave S

Lethbridge, AB T1J 0L9

Phone#: 331-3130
Representative: Ms. Debbie Johnson
Type of Business: Automotive

Dealership

MINUTEMAN PRESS
Bay #4, 1269 - 2 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB T1J OE7
Phone#: 394-4542
Representative: Ms. Althea Buhler
Type of Business: Printing/Digital
Copying

LETHBRIDGE LEGAL GUIDANCE
423 -55tS
Lethbridge, AB T1J 2B6
Phone#: 380-6338
Representative: Ms. Shelley Price
Type of Business: Providing Free Legal
Advice

GEO-K PLUMBING
1429 Scenic Drive South
Lethbridge, AB T1K 1M4
Phone: 329-0010

Representative: George Konrad

Type of Business: Plumbing & Heating

JAMES SECURITY

417 Mayor Magrath Drive South

Lethbridge, AB T1J 3L8

Phone: 329-3673
Representative: Mr. Ryan Kurtz
Type of Business: Security Services

MY FAVORITE BABY GIFTS

2615 Westside Drive

Lethbridge, AB T1J 4C9

Phone: 360-4902
Representative: Mr. Dan Forsyth
Type of Business: Retail Shopping

THE RELEASE HYPNOTHERAPY
CENTRE

#1 - 740 - 4th Ave S

Lethbridge, AB T1J 1M7

Phone#: 328-2477
Representative: Ms. Natalie Ashbee
Type of Business: Hypnotherapy Clinic

SCRAPBOOKING MADE EASY
1818 - 16 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB T1K 022
Phone: 327-9294
Representative: Ms. Linda Stemerick
Type of Business: Crafts

THE UPS STORE

880 Heritage Blvd West

Lethbridge, AB T1K 7V5

Phone#: 327-0003
Representative: Mr. Patrick Finn
Type of Business: Business Services

RHAPSODY LIFE DESIGN
1221 -2 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB T1J OE4
Phone#: 381-8475

Representative: Ms. Connie-Marie
Riedlhuber

Type of Business: Personal/Workplace
Regeneration

“The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce has provided inspired leadership for this
community. It was a guiding force behind the creation of Economic Development
Lethbridge and the restoration of entry status at the County of Lethbridge Airport.
The Chamber consistently advocates on behalf of its members to all three levels
of government and it works tirelessly to make Lethbridge a business-friendly
community.” Robert D. Tarleck, M.A., M.Ed., Ako'Tasi, Mayor, City of Lethbridge

Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

W. R. (Bill) WAUGH

Branch Manager

Cummins Western Canada
4005 - 14 Avenue North
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada T1H 6P6

Telephone: (403) 329-6144
Fax: (403) 320-5383
Toll Free: 1-800-213-9777
Cell: (403) 382-8934

“Quality - Service - Integrity”

www.westerncanada.cummins.com

Oil and Margarine

Made from 100% Pure Canadian
Canola Oil with No Cholesterol

2415 - 2nd Avenue A North
329-5500

KPMG

KPMG ENTERPRISE™ Mark DeBlois
DeanGallimore
Kevin Keith

Ed Nedza
MarianneGray

CharteredAccountants

500,400—- 4 AvenuesS.
380-5700

Sening Lethbridgeand SoutherrAlbertafor over55 years

MARTIN BROS.
BEE FUNERAL CHAPELS& CREMATORIUM

Our fair prices represent the greatest value. Our staft is kind,
considerate and knowledgeable. Our facilities are modern and immaculate.

For over 4 genevations...our family carving for your family.
It makes good sense to call our family-owned funeral home!

Riverview Chapd: 610- 4 St. S, Lethbridge,AB. T1J4P3

Ph. (403) 328-2361 (24 Hrs.)

24-Hour Service

5
@ \% & Healthcare Services Ltd. 403-380-4441
Visit our website
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CULTURE

SafeWorker™

Project Safety Management
Safety Training RN Medical Assessments
Hazard Assessments Audiometrics (Hearing Tests)
Inspections Spirometry

Incident Investigations Workplace Wellness Programs
Program Development/Upgrades Drug and Alcohol Testing

HealthyWorker™
Mobile Occupational Health Clinic

Jeff Gliege
Owner / Operator

904, 2nd Avenue South
Lethbridge, Alberta
T1J 0C6

Telephone: (403) 394-2253

Fax: (403) 329-0259

E-Mail: cheesecakecafe@telus.net
www.cheesecakecafe.ca

Great Rewards
1-800-204-0870



Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

The voice of our community since 1889

Chamber Urges Federal Government to Defeat Bill C-257

The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce
expressed the deep concerns it has with the
Private Members' Bill C-257, An Act to
Amend the Canada Labour Code, in a letter
to Rick Casson, M.P.

Bill C-257 was introduced into the House of
Commons in May 2006 and is currently being
studied by the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Human Resources, Social
Development and Status of Persons with
Disabilities. If C-257 is not defeated in
Committee, it is expected to be voted upon
third reading in the House of Commons in the
spring of 2007.

Chamber President Bruce Milne states, "It is
our opinion that any change to the Canada
Labour Code, especially an amendment that
alters the relationship between employers
and employees, deserves extensive study in
order to fully understand its effects on
Canadian society and the economy."

Section 2.4 of Bill C-257 would prevent an
interrupted provision of services that affect
seniors, families, small businesses and the
Canadian economy, including services like
911, health and emergency services,
transportation services (air, rail, marine and
road) and news and weather warnings in the

event of a storm or tragedy.

"The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce fully
supports the rights of parliamentarians to
change public policy through Private
Member's Bills," says Milne. "However, Part
1 of the Canada Labour Code was developed
through extensive consultation with both
business and labour between 1995 and
1999; resulting in a labour code that provides
balance to both employers and employees."
In the letter the Lethbridge Chamber stressed
the importance of this Bill being defeated by
the House of Commons Standing
Committee.
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Business Events Calendar
The Lethbridge Business Community is welcome to
participate in these upcoming Chamber events

~ “WORKING WITH THE MEDIA WORKSHOP"

Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2007

Place & Time: Ramada Hotel & Suites, 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Cost: $12.00/Chamber Members $15.00/Potential Members (includes GST & lunch)
*To confirm your attendance, please call the Chamber at 327-1586 or e-mail
office@lethbridgechamber.ca

~"Business After Hours at the Cypress Group"
* Equipment demonstrations
e Door prizes
* Snacks and refreshments

Date: Thursday, March 22, 2007

Place & Time: 2830 - 12th Avenue N.; 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Cost: no charge

*To confirm your attendance, please call the Chamber at 327-1586 or e-mail
office@lethbridgechamber.ca

~"Lunch & Learn” "PRE-EMPLOYMENT SCREENING AND RETENTION
THROUGH 3RD PARTY EXIT INTERVIEWS"

Date: Friday, March 30, 2007

Place & Time: Sandman Hotel, 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.

Cost: $12.00/Chamber Members $15.00/Potential Members (includes GST & lunch)
*To confirm your attendance, please call the Chamber at 327-1586 or e-mail
office@lethbridgechamber.ca

*All Lethbridge Business people are invited to these Chamber events. For more
information on each event, please call the Chamber at 327-1586.

“LAST Mix & Mingle” Trade Show until Fall,

Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2007
Place & Time: Ramada Hotel & Suites, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*please see information on page 2

Chamber
Membership Offers
Many Benefits:

Group Insurance (1-50 employees)

MasterCard: preferred electronic
Merchant discount rate starting at 1.65%;
$0.10 per debit transaction

VISA Discount Rates: starting at 1.75%
debit transaction fee, $0.10 per
transaction

Esso Fleet: $0.03/litre discount on fuel,
discounts on oil, top-up fluids, and car
washes (with Esso Business card)

Husky/Mohawk: $0.02/litre discount with
no minimum volume requirements (with
Husky/Mohawk credit card)

Petro-Canada: discount of $0.02/litre on
all grades of gas and diesel, 20%
discount on car washes, 3% discount on
vehicle propane

Purolator: volume discount program can
save you 35% every time.

Adtel On-Hold Info Pacs: customized
on-hold services

Member to Member (M2M) Benefit
Program (discounts at 29 member
businesses)

Free link for your business from the
Chamber’s website to your website
(www.lethbridgechamber.com)

Advertising opportunities in Chamber
News

Member discounts for various Chamber
events

Inquiry referrals to member businesses
(all Chamber members are listed
alphabetically and categorically on the
Chamber’s site)

*If you would like to know more about the
Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce, please
call 327-1586 or check out the Chamber’s
website at www.lethbridgechamber.com

=1
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“Mix & Mingle” Trade Show
a Popular Event

Tables were sold out for the Chamber's February "Mix & Mingle" Trade
Show. 27 businesses displayed their products and services. An informal
business exchange, door prizes and complimentary snacks and
refreshment, were enjoyed by the many people attending.

*The last "Mix & Mingle" Trade Show for this year, will be held on Tuesday, April 10
- please see page 2 for details and registration.

&b Wark Far Yoo |

For information please call Walter Montina
at 328-3306, Ext. 22209 or, the Chamber at 327-1586.

Great Reception for Business
After Hours at the Galt Museum

Almost 100 people came out to enjoy a recent "Business After Hours" at the
Galt Museum and Archives. Attendees enjoyed complimentary wine & hors
d’oeuvres, as well as a tour of the Auschwitz: The Eva Brewster Story display.

uschuicz The' B Brewster Story

e

e —

“Now in my third year of business, | have to say that the
Chamber events, meetings, and committees are the BEST way
to get to know the Lethbridge business community.”

Colette Acheson, The Center for Board Development

Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

. graPHcom Complete Electronic Prepress

_/6’ . H\gE Resolution Sc%nmng and Otftput ‘
+ Disk Conversion and Output to Film or Colour Printer

PRINTERS LTD' + Typesetting & Design Services
) | + Computerized Page Layout & Imposition
NEW. DlreCt.tO P ate Complete Printing Services
Chem |Stry + Full Colour Printing + Outstanding Quality & Service

+ Colour Photocopies + History Books

Free + Dedicated Sales Team  + Roll Labels
+ Full Bindery Facilities

1009 2nd Avenue South, Lethbridge, AB T1J 0C8
Ph: (403) 329-3388 Fax: (403) 329-8293
E-mail: info@graphcomprinters.com

Where printing is morethan
putting ink on paper!

NETWORK SPECIALISTS
recer
computar
associates
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AT WORK FOR

SMALL BUSINESS SINCE 1970

'S
CANADA Chamber of Comamemon
LE‘SB\\‘DASG Gnzup s Plas®

N Group Benefits For Firms with
1-50 People

Walter Montina
Bus. 328-3306 Ext. 2209

Construction Debris
Industrial/Commercial
Residential/Apartments

®

Waste collection you
can depend on!

722 - 30th Street North, Lethbridge, AB
Bus: (403) 328-6355
Fax: (403) 320-0372

" YDavidson ¥ Uilliams vv7

Barristers and Solicitors
Established 1885

W.C.R. Davidson, Q.C. D.G. Redman, Q.C.

H.R. Beswick, Q.C. R.A. Jerke, Q.C.

R.R. Davidson, B.A,, LL.B. K.Ailsby-Wood, M.A,, B.A,, LL.B.

L.D.MacLean, Q.C., Counsel J.A. DeBow, Student-At-Law
A.L. Wyrostok, Student-At-Law

Proudly serving Southern Albertans for over 120 years

LETHBRIDGE OFFICE: 328-1766
Conybeare Court, 501 - 4 Street South
www.davidsonandwilliams.com
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PINCHER CREEK OFFICE: 627-3013
1035 Hewetson Avenue

Debra Plettell Lyndsey Brees  Ashley Plettell
Eammg‘our"ust since 1948
+ Sound Systems

+ Flat Screen TV's I rh
* Video Projectors
* Theatre Seating

236 - 13th Street North
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Fiscal Update Confirms Urgent Action on Productivity Fiscal Update

. Continued from page 4
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LETHBRIDGE
CENTRE
BUSINESS * RETAIL « SERVICE

200 — 4" Avenue South, Lethbridge, Alberta T1J 4C9
(403) 327-6211 www.lethbridgecentre.ca

Rediscover the many faces of Lethbridge Centre!

« Retail < Professional Services ¢ Conference Facility < Office Tower

oy - Laurier T, Kramps, AACTE App (g

~J UM Maurmay Tolsnad. CRA (M Resdertial)
! L[.A.NEIE Graydon Gehm, BA, CRA
p e Nancy Hosadk, AMAA, AACI, P.App
o e Brad Bengry, CRA
Kenneth Gurney, P. Ag

Chad Billyard, B. Mgt
DeniseStephen, B. Com
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J. BRUCE MILNE

Milne
Pritchard
Law Office

Suite 807, Lethbridge Centre Tower, 400 - 4 Avenue South Lethbridge, AB, T1) 4E1
Phone: 403 329-1133 * Fax: 403 329-0395
jpbmilne@telusplanet.net

‘yuecare

Home Health Services

Caring for SouhernAlbertasince 1991
wecare.ca 1715- 9th Ave South 380-4441

Affordable
group benefits for
your business

ABC 82068 01/2006

Please contact us today!
Suite 470, 220 4th St. South

ALBERTA

BLUE CROSS’

328-6081

The Canadian Chamber of
Commerce is calling on the
federal government to move
swiftly and concretely to tackle
Canada’s lagging productivity
record that is seriously under-
mining our competitiveness
around the world and
Canadians’ standard of living at
home.

Reacting to the Finance
Minister’s Economic and Fiscal
Update, Canadian Chamber
President and CEO, Nancy
Hughes Anthony said: “The
business community is pleased
that the government’s fiscal
position remains positive and
that the Finance Minister has
recognized the importance of
productivity to the long-term
health of our economy,
business growth, and
Canadians’ standard of living.

“But the time to act has long
passed. The Minister’s own
numbers confirm that there is
room to maneuver now and we
call on members of all parties
to do what’s right for Canada
and for Canadians by tackling
Canada’s productivity deficit
immediately, not wait another
six months or even longer.”

Canada’s level of productivity
compared with our trading
partners has been declining for
years and now stands at about
77% of that of the U.S. The
productivity deficit is directly
reflected in the per capital
income differential between the
two countries, with U.S. per
capita income being about
20% higher than Canada’s.

“High productivity is perhaps
the most critical factor in
ensuring that our standard of
living remains high,” noted Ms.
Hughes Anthony. “lt enables
businesses to pay higher
wages and still keep costs and
prices down. In the longrun, if
the standard of living of

Canadians continues to lag,
our ability to support and pay
for programs like education,
health care and public
infrastructure will be com-
promised, and so will be our
quality of life.”

In the Canadian Chamber’s
report to the government this
spring, Ensuring Canada’s
Future Economic Prosperity:
Tackling the Barriers to
Productivity = Growth, and
before the House of Commons
Standing  Committee  on
Finance this fall, the Chamber
offered a number of specific
recommendations to the
federal government that would
help create the right climate to
increase our productivity and
competitiveness. These
include:

¢ Personal tax relief: Reduce
personal income tax rates
across all income tax
brackets. Start by reducing
the lowest personal income
tax rate to 15% in 2007.

Corporate tax relief:
Reduce the general corp-
orate income tax rate to
20% for 2007 and by one
percentage point in each of
the following three years.
Ensure that Capital Cost
Allowance rates in Canada
line up with the true
economic life of the relevant
asset.

Debt reduction: Bring down
the debt-to-GDP ratio to
below 25% by 2012

Human capital: Launch a
national action plan to
address the critical shortage
of skilled labour in Canada.

Spending restraint: Limit
growth in program spending
to about 3% per year based
on anticipated growth in
population plus inflation.

“It is satisfying to be a part of a very diverse group of people
coming together to achieve goals aimed at the common good.

Nothing could be better.”

Doug Wells, Lethbridge Community College

¢ Regulatory environment:
Reduce unnecessary reg-
ulations and burdensome
paper work that are
inefficient and costly.

Productivity-enhancing
investments: Increase
investment in higher
education, R&D, and
infrastructure, areas of
spending that will have a
direct pay-off in terms of
productivity.
These are just a few of the
recommendations the Cana-
dian Chamber believes the
federal government needs to
implement, and the Chamber is
pleased to see the Finance
Minister has spoken on some
of these initiatives in his paper.
For a complete Ilist of
recommendations, please

consult the Canadian Chamber
report, Ensuring Canada’s
Future Economic Prosperity, on
our website www.chamber.ca.
“Canada’s business commu-
nity has a role to play and is
playing an important part in
tackling this issue,” said Ms.
Hughes Anthony. “But, serious
impediments  persist and
Canada must establish a level
playing field with competitors
worldwide so that business is
not hampered in its efforts to
compete, grow and create
jobs.”

The Lethbridge Chamber of
Commerce is an active
member of the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce.
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Groceries Donated
to the Food Bank

The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce partnered with Canada
Safeway, Ltd., to provide $1000.00 worth of needed grocery items

to the Interfaith Food Bank.

The money was raised at the

Chamber's Auction "Dash for Cash". Grocery donations are
alternated amongst the city's food banks each year, and delivered

by Chamber volunteers.

L-R Murray Anderson, Leo Macdonald, Dwayne Huber and
Bruce Milne load groceries from Safeway onto Airtech's truck.

Chamber President Bruce
Milne is interviewed by media at
Interfaith Food Bank
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