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If your company is a Chamber Member,
all of your employees are too!

NEWS

Darren & Shilpa Stocker
• Wine and Beer Making Supplies

• Men’s & Ladies’ Giftware

403-329-WINE (9463) 255 - 12 Street ‘C’ North
atreblA,egdirbhteL3249-023-304:xaF
6M2H1Tac.wahs@eniveparg

THE STORAGE BIN
MINI STORAGE

1420-31st ST. N.
STORAGE FOR ALL REASONS

328-7000
storageb@telusplanet.net
www.storagebin.ab.ca

Monitored Alarms& Video Surveillance

WELCOME NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS
(For the months of September and October 2007)

The Chamber Welcom es These New Members and Their Participation
HOME-ALYZE/1330319 ALBERTA LTD.

2711 21 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB T1K 1H8
327-1090 (Fax: 394-9122)

Representative: Tom Pyne
Business: Home Inspection
E-Mail: loritom@telus.net

RING CONTAINER CANADA
1820 - 31st Street North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 5K8
360-1359

Representative: Christian Loew
Business: Plastic Container Manufacturer
E-Mail: Christian.loew@ringcontainer.com

SWEET IDEAS INC.
477 Mayor Magrath Drive South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 3L8
380-4715 (Fax: 380-4713)

Representative: Penny Kowalchuk
Business: Candy Shoppe
E-Mail: lulapop@sweetideascandy.com

WAL-MART NORTH
3195 - 26 Ave North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 5P4
380-6722 (Fax: 380-6702)

Representative: Chad Leavitt
Business: Retail/Grocery
E-Mail: cbleavitt@hotmail.com

KB HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING LTD.
3020 16th Ave North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 5E9
328-0337 (Fax: 328-0053)

Representative: Tony Vanden Heuvel
Business: HVAC, Metal Fabrication, Plumbing
E-Mail: tony@kbheating.com

LA ONLINE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
P.O. Box 173
Shaughnessy, AB T0K 2A0
(403) 317-0951

Representative: Leigh-Ann McIntosh
Business: Online Admin Services
E-Mail: laonlineservices@shaw.ca

INFOBITS CONSULTING
1025 - 24 Street North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 3V4
360-1119 (Fax: 866-362-6261)

Representative: Terry Riley
Business: Computer/Internet/Web Design
E-Mail: info@infobits-consulting.com

OASIS ENERGY INC.
3056 40th Avenue South
Lethbridge, AB T1K 6Z9
388-0969

Representative: Mr. John Squarek
Business: Consultants/Marketing/Energy
E-Mail: jsquarek@shaw.ca

BOARDERLINE SKATE & SNOWBOARDS
814 4 Avenue South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 0P2
328-7726 (Fax: 328-7723)

Representative: Mr. Peter Barry
Business: Retail Shopping
E-Mail: peter@theboarderline.ca

LUCKY STAR GUITARS INC.
22 Sheridan Place West
Lethbridge, AB T1K 4M8
320-6072

Representative: Mr. Tom Anderson
Business: Vintage Musical Instruments/Retail
E-Mail: andertom@telus.net

NAIL & HAMMER
312 - 33 Street North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 3Z5
394-3353

Representative: Ms. Teresa Stalker
Business: Construction Supplies/Retail
E-Mail: None

PET PARADE
220A 12A Street North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 2T1
329-8224 (Fax: 329-8215)

Representative: Ms. Valerie Sullivan
Business: Pet Supplies
E-Mail: None

BUDGET BLINDS LETHBRIDGE
2923 - 12 Ave. North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 5K9
892-0686 (Fax: 327-1670)

Representative: Mr. Michel Longtin
Business: Window Coverings/

Blinds/Drapes
E-Mail: mlongtin@budgetblinds.com

LETHBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
810 - 5 Avenue South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 4C4
380-7340 (Fax: 239-1478)

Representative: Ms. Elizabeth Rossnagel
Business: Library
E-Mail: lrossnagel@lethbridgepubliclibrary.ca

PIXEL WORKS INC.
3801 - 9 Avenue North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 6G8
328-9323

Representative: Mr. Alan Sabey
Business: Window Decals/Banners,

Vehicle Graphics
E-Mail: alan@pixel-works.ca

LETHBRIDGE ASSOCIATION
FOR COMMUNITY LIVING

527 - 6 Street South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 2E1
327-2911 (Fax: 320-7054)

Representative: Mr. Dave Lawson
Business: Non-Profit – Advocacy
E-Mail: mail@lethbridgeacl.org

ABBA MINI STORAGE/
2161812 ALBERTA LTD.

RR 8 - 35 -37
Lethbridge, AB T1J 4P4
894-8388 (Fax: 327-9661)

Representative: Mr. Wyatt Cook
Business: Moving/Storage
E-Mail: wyatt@canadafitness.ca

Chamber Membership Has Many Benefits
As a member of the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce you and your
employees are eligible for many great benefits:
• Group Insurance: for businesses – small & large
• MasterCard: preferred electronic Merchant discount rate starting at 1.65%;

$0.10 per debit transaction
• Visa Discount Rates: starting at 1.75% debit transaction fee, $0.10 per

transaction
• Esso Fleet: $0.03/litre discount on fuel, discounts on oil, top-up fluids, and

car washes (with Esso Business card)
• Husky/Mohawk: $0.02/litre discount with no minimum volume requirements

(with Husky/Mohawk credit card)
• Petro-Canada: discount of $0.02/litre on all grades of gas and diesel, 20%

discount on car washes, #5 discount on vehicle propane

• Purolator: volume discount program can save you 35% every time
• Adtel On-Hold Info Pacs: customized on-hold services
• Member to Member (M2M) Benefit Program: discounts at 31 Chamber

member businesses
• Free Link for your business from the Chamber’s website to your website

(www.lethbridgechamber.com)
• Advertising opportunities in Chamber News
• Member discounts for various Chamber events
• Inquiry referrals to member business (all Chamber members are listed

alphabetically and categorically on the Chamber’s site)
*If you would like to know more about the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce,
please call 327-1586 or e-mail us at office@lethbridgechamber.com.
Also, check out the Chamber’s website at www.lethbridgechamber.com.

Congratulations to the Recipients of the Lethbridge 2007-
“Business of the Year Awards”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Please see Pages 6 & 7

You are invited to come out to the Chamber’s
“Tropical Paradise” Dinner & Auction . . . . . . . . . . . . Please see Page 2

It was a dark and stormy night....or at
least nearly everyone trying to analyze the
report on Alberta's natural resource
royalties must believe so judging by the
reactions from the authors, politicians,
and those affected or with an interest in
the result. Everyone in Alberta actually has
an interest in the outcome. Not to be left
orphaned on the issue, the Governmental
Affairs Committee and the AITA
Committee at the Lethbridge Chamber of
Commerce have found volunteers to
attempt to find a made in Lethbridge
response to the report or
subsequent decisions
should a verdict on the
paper be delivered before
our volunteers wrestle
with the complexities.

If you have an opinion on
the royalty review that you
think should be reflected
in the Chamber response,
please let Jody at the
office know or send me a
message at sucreazucar@hotmail.com.
Our committees hope to have something
in place toward Christmas, either as a
commentary on the report or the
government's reaction.

The one thing the committee members
have realized is the complexity of the
topic for people un-schooled in the royalty
system: like me. They are not going to try
to portray the Chamber as expert. Their
attempt will be to describe what aspects
of royalty revenues and the manner in

which it is expended is of greatest
importance to Lethbridge businesses.
This is certainly one area where the
"invisible hand" of the famous British
economist Adam Smith will have to guide
us as we try to determine what aspects
are critical for you. Since my father's
family came from the birthplace of Adam
Smith (Kircaldy, Scotland), the use of
"invisible hand" I'm taking to look at in
examining the question of Alberta's
royalty system is the one found in Smith's
Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759): the

"invisible hand" here is
active in economics
because the landlord
cannot consume all of the
products himself and is
thus forced to distribute
them in exchange for
work and for other goods.
You likely have your own
vision of the invisible hand
for this topic, whether it
derives from Adam Smith

or not. Thus the request for your input so
the Chamber puts forward a valid
reflection of Lethbridge business.

However, if the resource royalty
controversy is too hard on your ulcer,
please take in the Chamber of Commerce
annual dinner and auction, our only
fundraiser, on Thursday, November 22nd
at the Lethbridge Lodge. See you there!.

Bruce Webster, President
Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce

Royalty Review Important to
Lethbridge Businesses

Bruce Webster
2007 - 2008 President
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W. R. (Bill) WAUGH
Branch Manager

Cummins Western Canada
4005 - 14 Avenue North
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada T1H 6P6

Telephone: (403) 329-6144
Fax: (403) 320-5383
Toll Free: 1-800-213-9777
Cell: (403) 382-8934

“Quality - Service - Integrity”
www.westerncanada.cummins.com

Oil and Margarine
Made from 100% Pure Canadian
Canola Oil with No Cholesterol

2415 - 2nd Avenue A North
329-5500

Mark DeBlois
DeanGallimore
Kevin Keith
Ed Nedza
MarianneGray

CharteredAccountants

500,400– 4 AvenueS.
380-5700
Serving LethbridgeandSouthernAlbertafor over55 years

KPMG ENTERPRISE™

104C 920 2 Avenue A North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 0E3
Ph: 403-394-9075
Fax: 403-394-9055

SafeWorker™
Project Safety Management
Safety Training
Hazard Assessments
Inspections
Incident Investigations
Program Development/Upgrades

HealthyWorker™
Mobile Occupational Health Clinic
RN Medical Assessments
Audiometrics (Hearing Tests)
Spirometry
Workplace Wellness Programs
Drug and Alcohol Testing

MA RTIN BROS.
FUNERAL CHAPELS & CREMATORIUM

Riverview Chapel: 610- 4 St. S.,Lethbridge,AB. T1J4P3

Ph. (403) 328-2361 (24 Hr s.)

Our fair prices represent the greatest value. Our staff is kind,
considerate and knowledgeable. Our facilities are modern and immaculate.

For over 4 generations…our family caring for your family.
It makes good sense to call our family-owned funeral home!

Great Rewards
1-800-204-0870

Jeff Gliege
Owner / Operator

904, 2nd Avenue South
Lethbridge, Alberta
T1J 0C6

Telephone: (403) 394-2253
Fax: (403) 329-0259
E-Mail: cheesecakecafe@telus.net
www.cheesecakecafe.ca

Faculty of Management,
University of Lethbridge

TD Canada Trust

ATB Financial

KPMG

Exhibition Park

Mercer Wilde Moltz

Lethbridge Lodge Hotel
& Conference Centre

Meyers Norris Penny LLP

Third Academy School

Switzer Group

Economic Development Lethbridge

City of Lethbridge

BMO Financial Group

ATCO Gas

Lethbridge College

Costco Wholesale

National Bank Financial

1st Choice Savings &
Credit Union Ltd.

Lethbridge Legal Guidance

From the Grapevine

Ramada Hotel & Suites

Family Centre Society

of Southern Alberta

Scotiabank

East Side Marioʼs

Young Parkyn McNab LLP

Business Development
Bank of Canada

Community Futures
Lethbridge Region

Davidson Williams LLP

Special Thanks to the Table Sponsors
for the Business of the Year Awards

Table Sponsors:

Hire Standard

Starbucks Coffee Company
Canada (West)

We Care Home Health Services

Global Lethbridge

Kebabland

Canadian Western Bank

Canadian Tire South

Workplace Safety &
Healthcare Services

Bell Distribution Inc.

Table Co-Sponsors:

Laura Shaskin, Stafford Pharmacy accepts
award from Ron Bain, Runner’s Soul

Iain Mercer (centre) accepts award from
Grant Kvemshagen (L), BDC & Bruce
Webster (R), Chamber of Commerce

George Virtue, YPM, (L) presents award to
Jason Flatla, Landmark Environmental

Dr. Tracy Edwards, President
of Lethbridge College (L)
receives award from Emma
Williams, East Side Mario’s

Arthur Switzer (R), The Switzer
Group presents award to
Bruce Galts, Galko Homes

(Continued from page 6)

at our~

The Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce
 Invites you and your guests
 to join us for an evening in a

19th Annual Dinner & Auction

Thursday, November 22, 2007
Lethbridge Lodge Hotel & Conference Centre

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – Cocktails & Viewing
6:30 p.m. – Great Dinner Buffet, Silent & Live Auction

$35.00 per person – Tables of 8 reserved @$280.00 (Prices include GST)

Auctioneer: Keith Erdmann
Master of Ceremonies: Andy Carlson, 94.1 The Lounge

Special draw for a tropical paradise trip for two courtesy of
Uniglobe Custom Travel Ltd.

Hundreds of auction items Shop early for Christmas
Dress as a tourist or dress casually – for this informal, fun evening!

*Prize for the best “Tacky Tourist” outfit

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
REGISTRATION

*Please fax completed form to the Chamber at 327-1001

Chamber’s 19th Annual Dinner & Auction a TTrrooppiiccaall PPaarraaddiissee

Contact_______________________ Company________________________

Please Reserve ___ Seats @$35.00 or ___ Reserved Table(s) of 8 @ $280.00

Payment by:___ Cheque ___ Please Invoice Me Total = $_______

I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE THE FOLLOWING TO THE
AUCTION:________________________________________________

Approximate Value: $__________

Chamber Staff will arrange pick-up

I DON’T HAVE A PRODUCT/SERVICE TO DONATE BUT WILL
DONATE $75.00 TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF “HOLIDAY
PACKAGES” FOR THE AUCTION.
___Yes for $75.00 Cash Donation & Please Invoice Me
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New:Direct to Plate
Chemistry
Free

Whereprinting is morethan
putting ink on paper!

Complete Electronic Prepress
• High Resolution Scanning and Output
• Disk Conversion and Output to Film or Colour Printer
• Typesetting & Design Services
• Computerized Page Layout & Imposition

Complete Printing Services
• Full Colour Printing • Outstanding Quality & Service
• Colour Photocopies • History Books
• Dedicated Sales Team • Roll Labels
• Full Bindery Facilities

1009 2nd Avenue South, Lethbridge, AB T1J 0C8
Ph: (403) 329-3388 Fax: (403) 329-8293

E-mail: info@graphcomprinters.com

NETWORK SPECIALISTS

Group Benefits For Firms with
People1-501-50

Walter Montina
Bus. 328-3306 Ext. 2209

#1i n
CANADA’S

LEADING

PLAN

AT WORK FOR
SMALL BUSINESS

SINCE 1970
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Waste collection you
can depend on!

Construction Debris
Industrial/Commercial

Residential/Apartments

722 - 30th Street North, Lethbridge, AB
Bus: (403) 328-6355
Fax: (403) 320-0372

R

During the “Business of the Year
Awards” breakfast, Lethbridge
Chamber of Commerce
scholarships were presented to
students from the university and
college. The students were
selected based on a defined
scholarship criteria.

Stephanie Larson, a student in
Lethbridge College’s Business
Administration Diploma Program,
was awarded a $1,000 Chamber
scholarship.

From the University of Lethbridge’s
Bachelor of Management Program,
Madeline Woodman was awarded
a $1,000 scholarship from the
Chamber.

Bruce Webster presents scholarships
to Madeline Woodman (University of
Lethbridge) and Stephanie Larson
(Lethbridge College)

Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce
Awards Scholarships

“I am very happy with the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce.
I have met so many people thru the Chamber, it is an incredible
way to network and even make friends. I have been a member
of several chambers throughout the years and the Lethbridge
Chamber is definitely one of the best run with the most to offer.
Thank you”

Charlotte Kitchen
General Manager
Optiks International

Dale Martin Jr. addresses the audience

Grant Kvemshagen (BDC) and Bruce
Webster (Chamber) MC the awards’ breakfast

Sugar Beet Industry Concerns
Addressed by Federal Minister

Local Businesses Honoured
at Awards’ Breakfast

All businesses in Lethbridge were eligible to be nominated for a Business of the Year
Award. The nomination forms were circulated throughout the business community since
last spring. The annual event is coordinated in partnership by the Business Development
Bank of Canada (BDC) and the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce.

At the “Business of the Year Awards’” Breakfast held recently, the winners were
announced and presented awards in specific categories. Over 350 people came out to
honour all nominees and the award recipients.

Dale Martin Jr. of Martin Bros. Funeral Chapels & Crematorium, was the keynote speaker
at the breakfast. Dale addressed the topic: “A World Without Boundaries – Open to New
Markets” and how his family business has successfully grown over the years.

Congratulations to the Lethbridge 2007-
Business of the Year Award Recipients!

Business Leadership Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Round Street Café
Sponsored by Scotiabank

Business Legacy Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Galko Homes
Sponsored by the Switzer Group

Change & Innovation Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Galt Museum & Archives
Sponsored by the University of Lethbridge

Faculty of Management

Dalton Jordan Memorial Award
For Business Excellence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mercer Wilde Moltz

Sponsored by the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce
and the Business Development Bank of Canada

Estelle Botfield Memorial Award
For Customer Service Excellence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Hall’s Dental Clinic

Sponsored by the Lethbridge Lodge Hotel & Conference Centre

Small Business of the Year . . . . . . . . . .Stafford Pharmacy and Home Healthcare
Sponsored by Runner’s Soul

Spirit of Lethbridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lethbridge College
Sponsored by East Side Mario’s

New Venture/New Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Crazy Cakes
Sponsored by Economic Development Lethbridge

Young Entrepreneur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Landmark Environmental Ltd.
Sponsored by Young Parkyn McNab LLP

Bonnie Greenshields (Roundstreet Café)
accepts award from Dennis Opinko
(Scotiabank)

Denise Hammon & Becky Baunton (L), Crazy
Cakes receive award from Kerry Lowe,
Economic Development Lethbridge

Dr. Murray Lindsay (R), Faculty of
Management, University of Lethbridge
congratulates Susan Burrows-Johnson (L)
and Anine Vonkeman, Galt Museum &
Archives

Jennifer Monssen, Dr. Hall’s Dental Clinic is
presented award by (L-R) Robb Engen,
Lethbridge Lodge, Grant Kvemshagen &
Bruce Webster

(Continued on page 7)

David Emerson, Minister of
International Trade, responded to
concerns brought forward by the
Lethbridge Chamber, regarding
proposed changes to the U.S.
sugar program contained in the
U.S. House of Representatives’
version of a new Farm Bill.

In his letter to Chamber President
Bruce Webster, Minister Emerson
stated “As rightly pointed out,
exports of this product are
important to both sugar beet
farmers and businesses in the
southern Alberta region that offer
goods and services to the
Canadian sugar beet industry.”

The House of Representatives
recently passed its version of the
Farm Bill, which contains
provisions on sugar that could
affect Canadian exports to the
United States. These provisions
have been reflected in the initial
draft of the Senate version.
However, it should be noted that
debate in the Senate has not yet

occurred in either the Agriculture
Committee or on the Senate floor.

Foreign Affairs and International
Trade Canada officials, as well as
officials in Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, continue to actively
monitor developments in the U.S.
Farm Bill in both chambers of the
U.S. Congress, particularly with
regard to proposed modifications
to the U.S. sugar program as they
impact exports of Canadian sugar
beet thick juice. The Embassy of
Canada in Washington is actively
undertaking outreach on the
provisions of the Farm Bill that are
of concern to Canada.

Emerson concluded by saying,
“Please be assured that the sugar
provisions are being revised at
every available opportunity in the
dealings with the administration
and Congress. The Government of
Canada will continue to advocate
on behalf of the Canadian industry
and remain vigilant to ensure that
Canadian interests are protected.”
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THINK TIME MANAGEMENT

As a manager, your job is to
plan, organize and supervise
work. Delegating various
projects and tasks is therefore
essential for effective time
management, because it frees
you to take care of your
management responsibilities.

Interestingly, while most
supervisors complain that they
are swamped with work, few
recognize the importance of
delegating. Fear of delegating
often results from a poor
understanding of leadership.
Think of a leader as a cork
floating on water. As the water
level rises, so does the cork.
Similarly, the more competent
and independent a team, the
more competent and effective
its manager is seen to be!

DELEGATE SUCCESSFULLY

Before delegating
• Make sure the work to be

done is defined very
clearly.

• Choose the person most
appropriate for the task.

• Decide on the level of
authority and responsibility.

When you delegate
• Specify the objective,

desired results and
performance standards.

• Determine what type of
support and training are
required.

• Make sure the person is
motivated to do the task.

• Establish clear limits
regarding action and
responsibilities.

• Define the performance
standards by which results
will be measured.

After delegating
• Follow up according to the

schedule of checkpoints
and controls.

• Hold a follow-up meeting to
evaluate results.

• Review the strengths
and/or weaknesses of the
processes and make any
necessary improvements.

Remember that delegation is
more than a work assignment
because you are also giving
the person all the altitude and
authority required to
accomplish the task.

Article courtesy of Posaction
Plus – Chamber Plan Group

Insurance
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Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce
and

Sweet Ideas Inc.
Present ~

“BUSINESS AFTER HOURS”
At

Location: 477 Mayor Magrath Drive S
Date: Thursday, November 29/07
Time: Drop in anytime between

5:00 and 7:00 pm

Everyone is welcome!

Antonia Lofgren, Tammy Fehr and Penny
Kowalchuk,

owners of Sweet Ideas
invite the business community to join

them for:
Wine and Candy Reception

&
A Nostalgic Candy Store Experience

Please confirm your attendance by calling the Chamber at 327-1586
or e-mail office@lethbridgechamber.com

Caring for Southern Alberta since 1991
wecare.ca 1715– 9th Ave South 380-4441

Graydon Gehm, BA, CRA
NancyHosack, AMAA, AACI, P. App

Brad Bengry, CRA
Kenneth Gurney, P. Ag
Chad Bil lyard,B. Mgt

DeniseStephen, B. Com

J. BRUCE MILNE

M i l n e
Pritchard
Law Office

Suite 807, Lethbridge Centre Tower, 400 - 4 Avenue South Lethbridge, AB, T1J 4E1
P h o n e : 4 0 3 3 2 9 - 1 1 3 3 • Fa x : 4 0 3 3 2 9 - 0 3 9 5

jbmilne@telusplanet.net

Photo.graphics

de Jourdan’s

We have the solution you’re looking for!

ENERCONWATER TREATMENT LTD.
36th St. & 6th Ave. N • 328-9730 • www.enercon.ca

Over 300 specialty chemicals specially formulated specifically to handle
every commercial, industrial, institutional and residential requirement

Clint Dunford MLA
Lethbridge West

www.gov.ab.ca
lethbridge.west@assembly.ab.ca

HIGHLAND PARK
TOWNHOMES

125 - 821 - 20th St. North

403-328-2925
E-Mail: highland@rentmidwest.com

3rd GenerationJewellers
Specializing in Quality and Service
For Your CompleteJewellery Needs

622- 3rdAvenueSouth,Lethbridge,Alberta T1J0H5

Phone:(403)327-6389 Fax(403)320-1307

328-7547
”Experience the clean difference”

CLEANING
Carpets • Upholstery
aquastm@telusplanet.net

Finance Minister James Flaherty
presented the government’s
Economic Statement to the House
of Commons this afternoon. Key
measures announced include:

• The general federal corporate
income tax rate to be reduced
to 15% by 2012 from its current
rate of 22.1% (see Table A).

• The small business tax rate to
be reduced to 11% as of
January 1, 2008 instead of 2009
(see Table B).

• The GST to be reduced by a
further 1 percentage point, to
5%, as of January 1, 2008.

• The GST credit for low- and
modest-income Canadians to
be maintained at its current
level even though the GST rate
is being reduced.

• The lowest personal income tax
rate to be reduced to 15% from
15.5% retroactive to January 1,
2007.

• The amount that all Canadians
can earn without paying federal
income tax (i.e. the Basic
Personal Amount) to be
increased to $9,600 for 2007
and 2008, and to $10,100 for
2009 (see Table C).

• The government is willing to
work with the five provinces
that still have Retail Sales Taxes
(RSTs) to help facilitate the
transition to provincial value-
added taxes (VAT) harmonized
with the GST.

• Air Travellers Security Charge
(ATSC) Rates to be reduced
slightly as a result of the
proposed reduction in the GST
or the federal portion of the
harmonized sales tax -
GST/HST (see Table D).

• The government plans to
reduce the federal debt by $10
billion this year. The
government will continue to
plan on debt reduction of $3

billion in 2008–09 and each year
thereafter. The target for
reducing the debt-to-GDP ratio
to below 25% is expected to be
achieved by 2011-12.

• The government’s Tax Back
Guarantee (which ensures that
interest savings resulting from
debt reduction are being
returned to Canadians in the
form of lower personal income
taxes) is expected to reach $2.5
billion by 2012-13.

The Canadian Chamber of
Commerce was pleased to see that
a number of our key
recommendations were adopted
by the federal government. The
reduction in the general corporate
income tax rate to the level
recommended by the Canadian
Chamber will strengthen Canada’s
ability to attract business and
compete effectively. Similarly the
reduction in the lowest marginal
personal income tax rate to 15%
will help stimulate work effort,
saving and investment - all of
which have a direct bearing on our
nation’s productivity,
competitiveness and prosperity.
Raising the Basic Personal Amount
will reduce average tax rates for
taxpayers at all income levels, but
more so – in relative terms – for
lower income Canadians. It would
also encourage more people to
enter the workforce.

The Canadian Chamber of
Commerce has long recognized
that Canadians are overtaxed and
today’s announcements take
concrete measures to address the
situation in an immediate and bold
fashion. These measures are
particularly welcome as global
competitive pressures intensify and
underscore the need for
international tax competitiveness.

The Lethbridge Chamber of
Commerce is an active member
of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce

“The Lethbridge Chamber of is an active chamber in the community.
They truly take initiative to help shape our community to be the best it
can be for businesses the chamber represents and our city. Innovative
ideas, dedicated and determined individuals giving voice to our needs is
what the chamber is all about.”

Terry Voth
Vice President/General Manager
1077 The River/Rock 106 Lethbridge
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